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Over 35 years of experience has shaped our unique competition. Every year, Studio Owners,
Teachers, Performers, and their Families and Friends are welcomed at upwards of 80
creative and energy packed competitions in cities across the globe.

At Starpower, how we perform as a company matters.
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Our Leader
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Noelle Pate Packett
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Noelle cannot remember a time in her life prior to dance.  Growing up as a dance studio and
competition owner’s daughter, she was mesmerized by this industry.  Noelle trained under
her father, Gary Pate and other well-known Master Teachers, Choreographers and Mentors
and continued dancing through college.  After graduating from UNCW nearly 20 years ago
with a degree in Elementary Education and Psychology, Noelle decided to become more
active in Starpower. She joined the team full time and has learned the business from the
ground up.

 

In 2017, Noelle took on a larger role within Starpower, officially leading the organization. 
Noelle is committed to continuous learning, coaching and mentoring her team, creating a
positive and fun client experience!
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Meet The Founders
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Gary Pate

Gary has been involved in show business, entertainment and dance since the age of five. He
received his Associate of Arts Degree from Prince George’s College and his Bachelor of Arts

Degree from the University of Maryland. He has owned and directed one of the largest
gymnastics and dance complexes on the East Coast and was the director and choreographer

for Superstars Show Troupe, one of the country’s hottest performing groups.

 

Gary and his students have appeared on the hit TV shows, Star Search, The Today Show,
P.M. Magazine, and Good Morning America, have performed at the Apollo Theater, Disney

World, The White House for three U.S. Presidents, the National Theater, NFL and NBA half-
time shows, and were invited to perform at the World Expo in Brisbane, Australia.
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Grace Wakefield

Founder and Director for 35 years of Wakefield School of Dance, Grace has had an extensive
professional and teaching career. Her dance background has enabled her to be adept at

both teaching and choreography in the various departments of the performing arts.

 

She has toured with the U.S.O. entertaining our troops with many stars. Grace has taught
and lectured dance in various schools and has given dance therapy in various hospitals to

the handicapped and mental patients.

 

Grace Wakefield has choreographed many musicals including: Pajama Game, Damn
Yankees, South Pacific, Wizard of Oz, Bye Bye Birdie, Oklahoma, Guys and Dolls, Fiorello,

Wish You Were Here, My Fair Lady and many others. Her students have gone on to fame in
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